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The priest lie is witness that all is done rightly, The Brahma knot sacred is tied; And Cupid who clasped the two bracelets is witness, That all is done well for the bride.
Why do we this worship to our ariveni ?
For sons to be born to this pair.
All these will be granted with wealth and contentment,
And joy with which naught can compare."
By this time it is daylight and the company all separate for some time, after which the newly-married couple and their friends, accompanied by the usual musicians make a procession through the village. A white cloth is held over the couple as a kind of canopy, and a supply of betel is also distributed to friends on the way. If the couple are farm labourers, they will go to the house of their master and receive something by way of a wedding present. The procession is usually on foot, but sometimes the bridegroom will be on horseback with the bride sitting in front of him, if she happens to be a little girl; otherwise, if the people are well-to-do, she may be seated in a palanquin, or she may walk by the side of the horse. When the procession is finished, the couple worship the village goddess, usually represented by a rough stone image, placed under a tree or on the bank of a tank.
This procession is followed by a great feast given by the father of the bridegroom, and for which a pig is often slaughtered to form the wedding dish. After the feast, a game is sometimes played, in which the young couple are hoisted up on men's shoulders. They throw coloured powder at each other as they are danced around. This is called degdta or the hawking game. On the fifth day the temporary bracelets are taken off with some few ceremonies, and the bride goes on a visit to her mother's house. One of the ceremonies, on the taking off of the bracelets, is for the head man of the village to place some boiled rice in the